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May 25, 2016

BEACON HILL ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION

Paul Elias, Trustee

Meeting House Condominium Trust

121 Mount Vernon Street

Boston, MA 02108

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

NOTICE OF DECISION

Application #: 16.1195 BH

Property: 121 Mount Vernon Street

Dear Mr. Elias:

At the April 21, 2016 public hearing, the Beacon Hill Architectural Commission (BHAC) reviewed your application

for a Certificate of Appropriateness to perform exterior work at 121 Mount Vernon Street (aka 70 Charles Street and

69 River Street) the Charles Street Meeting House (Third Baptist Church — African Methodist Church) designed by

Asher Benjamin and built in 1807. The proposed scope of work included removing one glazing pane from an upper

window sash at the ground floor fronting River Street, and installing an exhaust louver finished in black, as described

on the application form and shown in the color photographs.

The Commission voted to approval your application with provisos, citing that that the removal of one pane of glass

from the secondary fayade window will not result in the loss of significant architectural fabric; that the use of a black

finish on the proposed exhaust louver will help it to recede from sight and will not call undue attention to itself; and

that the work is reversible. However, the Commission found that the light shades on the interior of the windows

would make the vent stand out. Therefore the Commission stipulated that all the ground floor windows fronting

River Street should have black shades installed on the interior.

This determination is based on documentation presented at tire hearing. Statutory reviews by other agencies in conflict

with this decision may affect the status of this certificate, which is valid for two (2) years from its dateof issue. Hie

applicant is required to inform the BHAC of any project changes, and failure to do so may affect the status of this

certificate. Please bring a copy of this certificate with you when filing for permits from the Inspectional Services

Department (1010 Massachusetts Avenue). Photographs of the completed project should be submitted in hard copy

format to confirm compliance with the terms of this certificate.

Sincerely,

/

Lissa Schwab

Preservation Planner

Beacon Hill Architectural Commission

RECORD OF VOTE ON APPLICATION 16.1195 BH

MOTION by: Vineburgh; SECOND by: Pierce

AFFIRMATIVE: Pierce, Taylor, Vineburgh

NEGATIVE: Donnelly


